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SUBJECT: STATE OF PLAY ON GENEVA 
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1 . I EXPECT TO SEE DAYAN EARLY NEXT WEEK, PROBABLY ON 
MONDAY MORNING, TO DISCUSS A VARIETY OF MATTERS 
INCLUDING THOSE SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN REFTELS. BEGIN 
TELEPHONED ME YESTERDAY TO EXPRESS HIS APPRECIATION 
FOR THE LATEST PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO HIM AND SAID HE 
WES DEFINITELY LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING ME EARLY NEXT 
WEEK. HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SEEN ME SOONER BUT 
THAT THE PROBLEM OF COMPLETING NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
DMC WAS TAKING MOST OF HIS TIME. (INCIDENTALLY, HE 
INSISTED THAT HE WAS FEELING FINE AND "AM COMPLETELY 
RECOVERED." I THOUGHT, HOWEVER, THAT THE SOUND OF HIS 
VOICE BELIED HIS INSISTENCE). 

2. OBVIOUSLY WE ARE AT A VERY DELICATE STAGE WITH 
REGARD TO THE "WORKING PAPER." THE ISRAELIS ARE 
UNDOUBTEDLY ASSUMING WE WILL BE COMING BACK TO THEM 
FOR SOME CHANGES, EVEN WHILE THEY ARE BUSY SAYING IN 
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PUBLIC AND IN PRIVATE THAT THEY HAVE GONE AS FAR AS 
THEY CAN GO AND THE PROBLEM IS NOW FOR THE ARABS TO 
ACCEPT THEIR POSITION WITH AT MOST VERY INSUBSTANTIAL 
CHANGES. I DO NOT KNOW HOW SOON YOU WILL BE READY TO 
GO BACK INTO THE PROBLEM WITH THE ISRAELIS, AND ASSUME 
THAT WE DO NOT YET HAVE ANYTHING LIKE A DEFINITIVE 
SET OF RESPONSES FROM THE ARAB PARTIES. IN THE MEAN- 
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TIME HOWEVER, I THINK IT IS PSYCHOLOGICALLY VERY 
IMPORTANT TO STAY IN CLOSE COMMUNICATION WITH BEGIN 
AND DAYAN ON HOW THE PICTURE LOOKS AS THE ARAB 
RESPONSES ARE COMING IN. FOR THIS REASON, I HOPE YOU 
COULD PROVIDE ME, BY MONDAY MORNING IF POSSIBLE OR AS 
SOON THEREAFTER IF NOT, WITH SOME ASSESSMENT OF THE STATE 
OF PLAY WITH THE ARABS WHICH I CAN PASS ON PRIVATELY TO 
BEGIN AND DAYAN. THIS IS OBVIOUSLY A DELICATE QUESTION, 
BUT I AM SURE YOU APPRECIATE AS I DO THAT LEAVING THE 
ISRAELIS VERY LONG WITH ONLY WHAT THEY LEARN ABOUT 
ARAB POSITIONS FROM CAIRO AND DAMASCUS NEWSPAPERS IS 
A HIGHLY DANGEROUS PROCEDURE. ALL OF THE ARAB PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS ARE DESIGNED, OF COURSE, IN PART TO EX- 
AGGERATE THE DEGREE OF U.S. AGREEMENT WITH THE ARABS. 

TO COUNTERBALANCE THAT EFFECT A CONTINUOUS PRIVATE 
DIALOGUE WITH THE ISRAELIS IS IMPORTANT. 

LEWIS 
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